WEEK SIX
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II Corinthians 9:7

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
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This week’s devotions were written by Jonathan Walton


Date: 


  
Time:



Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7
Read – II Corinthians 7:2-8
Examine
- Paul is defending his apostleship. This is important because as an apostle he had authority over the church that no other office had.

1. What does Paul command them to do?  

2. What three proofs does Paul list showing why they should receive them? 

3. What negative reason does Paul say he spoke to them? 

4. What evidence had they heard before?

5. Paul states that the Corinthians were in their hearts to what two opposites?

6. What two things does Paul say are “Great,” meaning large in amount? 

7. What is Paul filled with? What is he exceeding joyful with?

-Paul gives the reasons that he was joyful and comforted.

8. After they were in Macedonia, What did they not have?

9. Not only did they not have rest but they also had what “on every side”? 

10. What was going on outside of them? 

           What was going on inside of them? 

11. In spite of all of this, who comforts them? 

By whom? 
12. What is the description of God given at the beginning of vs. 6?

13. Was Titus the sole cause of their comfort and joy? 
What was the second cause?

14. What three things did Titus tell them? 

              And ultimately what did that cause in Paul?

- Paul answers the question why he rejoices in verses 8-15.
15. How did Paul make them sorry? 

16. Does he repent now?

17. Did he repent in the past?

18. How did he repent in the past? 

19. Was their sorrow permanent?

Apply
The Corinthians had seen Paul and knew him but they chose to believe unsubstantiated rumors about him. Do you believe rumors or do you check their authenticity, (choosing to believe the best about people first)?
When you are discouraged depressed or down trodden remember to encourage yourself in the Lord. 

Remember that God works in all situations. Even though the letter made Paul and the Corinthians sorry God’s purposes were served in it all. When God allows bad things to happen do you get your mind fixed on the here and now or remember God is at work. 
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7 
Read – II Corinthians 7:9-16
Examine 
Remember Paul is answering the question why he rejoices in verses 8-15.
1. What does Paul not rejoice in?

2. But Paul rejoices in the fact that they sorrowed to what extent?

3. What manner were they made sorry after? 
         For what purpose?

4. What does Godly sorrow produce?

Remember that the term salvation in the Bible does not most of the time mean spiritual salvation, but it refers simply to deliverance. 

5. Will this Godly sorrow be repented of?

6. In stark opposition to the sorrow of the world, what does worldly sorrow bring?

7. Paul lists seven things in verse 11 that the Godly sorrow developed in them. What are they?  
8. Had the Corinthians approved themselves in this matter?

9. Who are the two people Paul did not write this for ultimately?

10. Why then did he write?

11. Paul boasts to Timothy about whom?

12. Who is “comforted” by the Corinthians comfort? 

13. And who “exceedingly the more joyed” because of the joy of Titus?
14. By what was Titus’ spirit refreshed?

15. Is Paul ashamed of his boasting?

16. Did they speak truthfully of the Corinthians?

17. Whose inward affection is more abundant toward them?
18. What remembrance caused Titus’ affection to abound? 
19. How did the Corinthians receive him? 

20. Ultimately Paul rejoices in what?
Apply

Not only does obedience glorify God but it also is an encouragement to other Christians especially leaders. Under these circumstances are you an encouragement?
What kind of sorrow do you have when you repent from sin? Do you have : carefulness concerning your sins, clearing from former sin, indignation (righteous anger) against former sin, healthy fear to not sin again, vehement (full of intense feeling) against former sin, zeal to live righteousness, and revenge against former sin ( a readiness to see justice done) or do you have worldly sorrow (sorry you are caught)?
Could your spiritual leaders boast about you; that if he had to correct you that you would respond properly? What is your testimony?
Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7 
Read – II Corinthians 8:1-8

Examine –

1. Is Paul writing to Christians?

2. What does Paul want the Corinthians to have revealed to them (wit)? 

3. Who is that grace bestowed upon? 

4. What “great” situation were the Macedonians in?
5. In what 2 things did the Macedonians abound? 
- The Macedonians were giving money even though they were poor.
6. Paul “bears record” of their _________________________________.
7. And also to what?
8. Why did they abound to the riches of liberality (last five words in verse 3)

9. How did the Macedonians ask (praying) them?
10. What did he want them to do?
11. By whose will did they do this?

12. What did this cause them to request (desire of Titus)?

13. What is the list of items used to describe “everything”?

14. What is the main thing Paul wants them to abound in? 

Note: “Abound in this grace also” is referring to Giving.
15. Does Paul command them?

16. What then does Paul urge? 

17. Not only because of the eagerness (forwardness) of others but to prove what?

Apply

     The Grace of Giving was bestowed to the Macedonian Church. Even in the incredible situation they were in they gave their money. Their willingness to give money was easy because they were willing to give themselves just as Christ gave. Our New Testament giving is not based solely on commands nor compulsion but is motivated by the fact that God has given His best (Jesus) and His all (His life) for us. How then could we give anything less back to Him? (This is supposed to compel us to give our all and then we can “say, “We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.” (Luke 17:10) Have you given yourself? And your all? 
If Christ gave as you give then how would eternity be different for us all?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7 
Read – II Corinthians 8:9-16

Examine –

Paul reminds the Corinthians of Christ Jesus’ giving to impel them to willingly give!

1. What did the Corinthians know?
2. Paul tells them that “though he was rich” he became what?
3. For whose sake did he do this?

4. What resulted for the Corinthians? 

5. What is Paul about to do? 

6. What does he say this “is” for the Corinthians?

7. How long had they been eager (forward)? 
                      When had they begun?

-The Corinthians had stopped their giving because of what the false teachers said about Paul.

8. What does Paul tell them to do in the beginning of verse 11?

9. Paul reminds them that as there was a “readiness” there also needs to be a what? 




  And out of what will they perform this?

10. What is the “if” statement? 



 Then it will be pleasing (accepted) to God according to what? And not according to what?

- Were the Corinthians rich? Hint YES! Keep this in mind. If a rich man truly gave according to what he had, then wouldn’t he give more than a poor man who gave according to that which he did not have?
11. What does Paul not want to happen to other men and to the Corinthians?

12. He seeks what to happen? (vs. 13-14)

13. From what verse in Exodus 19 does Paul quote in verse 15?

-The point of this quote is to remind the Corinthians that when the Israelites were in the wilderness God gave them what they needed some gathered more some gathered less. “God gives money as a tool both to live and to give.” Some have more others less. Some can give more and others less. 

-Paul now changes tones and encourages the people to show Titus and the proof of their love and truth of Paul’s boasting.

14. For what does Paul thank God? 

15. To whom was the care in Titus’s heart directed?
Apply 

Through the history of the church the people who gave the biggest percentage of their income to the Lord are the poor but the Bible here tells us that God has given some more so that they can meet the needs of others. Do you waste your extra money (money that you did not need to supply your needs) on things with no eternally value? 

Or do you give as much as you can for God’s service including yourself? 

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7
Read – II Corinthians 8:17-24

Examine –

- Paul continues to tell of Titus’ care for the Corinthian church.

1. What did Titus accept?

2. Because Titus was more eager (forward) of whose “accord” did he go? 

Who did he go to? 

Who did Paul send with him?

- Paul takes the next few lines to describe that man who he sent. 

3. In what area was he praised? 

Who praised him in this?

4. For what else was he chosen? 

5. The grace that Paul references is administered by whom? 
    To whose glory? 
      And declared what?

6. And for what is it that Paul and his companions wish to avoid being blamed?
7. For what are they providing?

8. In whose sight do they wish this to be done? 

  And in who else’s?

- Paul tells the Corinthians that he is sending yet another brother with Titus 

9. How many men does that take the number up to?

10. How had he been proven diligent in few things or many?
11. What else does Paul say about the “proven-ness” of that brother? 

12. Upon what or based on what did Paul send this third brother?

13. In whom was the confidence?

14. Who did they ask (enquire) about? 

15. What did Paul say he was? 

And what else? Concerning who?

16. Who else was enquired of?

17. What did he say they were? 



    Of what and of the glory of whom?

18. Who is the “them” they were to shew to? 


   And to who else?

19. Paul told the Corinthians to show them the proof of what and what else? 

20. On whose behalf was the boasting made?

Apply

Through the passage Paul explains the measures of accountability made possible through the tested and trustworthy men sent to deliver the collection from the Corinthian church. We as Christians sometimes dislike accountability but the truly honest trustworthy Christian with good intentions will welcome any degree of accountability to ensure his proper standing before God and man.  Do you have accountability set up in your life?  

How is your attitude about it?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7
Read – II Corinthians 9:1-5

Examine

1. Concerning (touching) what did Paul write or not write? To whom was the ministering supposed to be?
2. It was what for Paul to write to them? 
3. Define that word?
4. What does Paul know about them? 

(Remember the word boast now today has a negative connotation but it does also have positive meanings at times: To glory; to speak with laudable pride and ostentation of meritorious persons or things.)
5. And to whom did Paul boast of them? 

6. What was it that he boasted? (Achaia is a name for the region that Corinth was in.)

7. Of whose zeal did Paul speak? 

8. What did their zeal do to others? 

9. Even though Paul boasts of them what did Paul still send?
10. What did Paul not want to be in vain?

11. What does Paul not want to happen when the Macedonians come to the Corinthians?
12. Is Paul speaking in the hypothetical here?

13. Because he does not want to be ashamed of the same confident boasting he thought it necessary to do what?

14. Specifically to do what?

15. And what else?

16. Did they have notice of it before?

17. Ultimately so that what would be ready? 

18. As a matter of what and not of what? 

Apply

Paul boasted or gloried of the Corinthians to the Macedonians.  Can people boast about your desires to serve God? 

             Does the zeal of your service encourage others to serve God with the same fervor? (Give an example)

Also do you prepare to give ahead of time? 
Do you follow through and actually give it?

Date: 


  

Time: 




Weekly memory verse – II Corinthians 9:7 
Read – II Corinthians 9:6-15
Examine
1. What does Paul say?

2. What is the subject Paul has been discussing?
3. According “as” to what is a man supposed to give?

4. How is he not supposed to give? 

5. Is he to give out of compulsion (necessity)? 
Why?
6. In verse 8, who is doing the action? 

7. What is God able to make abound toward you?
8. Verse nine is a partial quotation from which verse in Psalm 112?

- This quote show us that God has given what he has given to all men, even “to the poor” and that God’s mercy or charitableness (righteousness) endures forever.

9. Paul also notes that He that ministers seed to the sower does what two things? 

                                     And what else?

- Paul describes the effect on all of the parties involved in this endeavor. 

10. Speaking of the Macedonians Paul says that they are enriched to all what?

11. And what did that cause in Paul and his companions?

12. What did the “administration of this service” not only do?   

        And was abundant in what? 

Directed to whom? 

13. Because of the “experiment of this ministration” what did the Macedonians do for what? 

Unto what? 
  And for what? 


Unto whom?                    And to whom else?
14. At the beginning of verse 14 they also glorify God by their what? For whom?

15. And what did those prayers desire (long after) for the Corinthians? 


Specifically in whom?

16. Who does Paul ultimately thank for all this?

17. For what does he thank Him?

Apply

Are you a cheerful giver? 

Do you sow bountifully?   When you give do you feel as though God should bless you or that you’ve done some great thing? 


God will reward us righteously knowing the thoughts and intents of our hearts. We do not deserve that thanks? 

It is a privilege to give a small part back after He has done so much for us (Remember His unspeakable gift).  

Main thoughts to meditate on this week:

	Monday


	

	Tuesday


	

	Wednesday


	

	Thursday


	

	Friday


	

	Saturday


	

	Sunday


	




Prayer: 
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